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Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Workgroup Meeting  

Parent Support & Education Workgroup 

 

December 7, 2006 

 

Attendance: 

Marcia O’Malley, Executive Director, Family TIES 

Lisa Lottritz, Washoe County District Health Department (WCDHD) 

Jaime Collins, Health Promotions Consultant, Anthem Partnership Plan (APP) 

Margot Chappel, Director, Head Start  

Marti Cote, Social Services Program Specialist, Division of Health Care Finance and Policy 

(DHCFP) 

Michelle Kling, Division Director, WCDHD 

Richard Davis, Health Promotions Consultant, Anthem Partnership Plan (APP) 

Kelly Simonson, Assistant Vice-President, Health Plan of Nevada (HPN) 

Brenda Bledsoe, Developmental Specialist, Nevada Early Intervention Services (NEIS)  

Rhetta Dermody, Director of Programs, Nevada Parents Encouraging Parents (NV PEP) 

Debra Wagler, Program Manager, Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) 

Janet Serial, Health Program Specialist, Bureau of Family Health Services (BFHS) 

Tiffany Young, Health Program Specialist, BFHS 

 

The meeting began at 2:05 p.m. at Family TIES, 3100 Mill Street, Suite 117, Reno, Nevada and 

Nevada Parents Encouraging Parents (PEP), 2355 Red Rock Street, Suite 106, Las Vegas, 

Nevada. 

 

NOMINATION AND VOTE OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Marcia O’Malley asked for volunteers or nominations for vice-chairperson for the Parent 

Support & Education Workgroup for Healthy Kids.  Debra Wagler nominated Margot Chappel, 

which she accepted.  No other nominations were offered.  A verbal vote was taken.  Approved by 

acclamation.  Ms. Chappel was elected as the workgroup vice-chairperson. 

 

REVIEW THE SEPTEMBER 7, 2006 LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 

Debra Wagler reviewed the Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) 

Leadership Workshop held on September 7, 2006, which covered various states’ changes to the 

EPSDT benefit and the Deficit Reduction Act.  Attendees listed approximately 30 areas in need 

of change.  These items were prioritized into the following four topic areas and workgroups were 

formed: 1) Parent Support and Education Group, 2) Tribal, Federally Qualified Health Center 

(FQHC), Local Health Department (LHD) and Managed Care Organization (MCO) workgroup, 

3) Cross-System (Interagency) process and linkages to EPSDT and 4) Automatic Newborn 

Enrollment.  Support for increased use of the benefit is the overarching goal of all these groups.  

Each group will work to see change in their respected area in order to increase the number of 

children receiving the benefit and increase the number of physicians providing the screening.  

EPSDT is a useful tool for improved wellness and chronic illness prevention.  Ms. Wagler stated 



 - - 2 - - 

some data exists for monitoring EPSDT but there is opportunity for improvement.  She also 

suggested widespread distribution of the American Academy of Pediatrics recommended 

periodicity schedule for screenings.  Any persons who would like a copy of the September 7, 

2006 packet should contact Ms. Wagler for a copy (dwagler@nvhd.state.nv.us).   

 

REVIEW PRIORITIES SET SEPTEMBER 7, 2006 AND RECOMMEND NEXT STEPS 

Janet Serial noted the need for intermediary indicators to measure progress toward the 

overarching goals of increasing the number of children who receive the EPSDT benefit and the 

number of physicians offering the EPSDT screening.  Richard Davis suggested materials offered 

to new parents from their birthing hospitals (the pink packet) to include educational EPSDT 

information.  He stated the packet includes a letter, which explains registry for immunizations 

and suggested using the tool to record other issues.  Marti Cote stated managed care and 

Medicaid letters are being distributed to parents for education on EPSDT, which may include a 

periodicity schedule.  Ms. Cote suggested the creation of a brochure to “debunk” Medicaid 

myths, which would include a periodicity schedule, immunization schedule and what EPSDT 

covers.  Ms. Cote suggested promotion of the “Healthy Kids” term to become consistent to help 

overcome the series of different titles used in the past such as medically indigent and SAMI 

screen.  Ms. Serial and Ms. Cote volunteered to collect materials sent to families to promote 

EPSDT, especially those from Medicaid and Welfare for the next meeting.  Members who have 

materials are welcome to send them to Ms. Cote, Ms. Serial, or Ms. Wagler for review prior to 

the next meeting.  Ms. Serial suggested targeting audiences for fact sheets on Healthy Kids, one 

for families/parents and one for providers.  Ms. O’Malley suggested reviewing the Bright 

Futures website: www.brightfutures.org, which offers downloadable materials for families to use 

at a doctor visit.  Other suggestions were finding barriers to receiving EPSDT, how to reach non-

native speakers (undocumented families with eligible children), develop a flow chart of what 

families receive (information) from MCO, Welfare, First Health, Medicaid, etc., which type of 

health care (fee-for-service or MCO) and developing an EPSDT website or online training. 

 

DISCUSS AND DETERMINE IF ADDITIONAL MEMBERS SHOULD BE INVITED 

Ms. O’Malley suggested visitors to invite to the next meetings would include Dolores Hope, 

Success by Six; Belinda Thompson, Goshen Community Development Coalition; and Margie 

Franzen-Weiss, Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems.  Mr. Davis suggested Cari Rovig, 

Northern Nevada Immunization Coalition (NNIC).  Ms. Chappel will invite two Headstart 

grantees, Jean Childs, Community Services Agency (CSA), Reno and Jane Hogue, University of 

Nevada, Reno (UNR) Early Headstart.  Michelle Kling suggested invitation of a nurse who is 

assigned to the Child Protective Services, Washoe County.  She works with social workers 

helping them to understand importance of EPSDT.  Others to invite would include better 

consumer representation and representation from school based clinics, foster association, Elko, 

child welfare, and the juvenile justice system.  Also Rebecca Zatarain, CSA. 

 

SELECT DATES FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

Ms. Wagler suggested every other month meetings to give members and volunteers time to work 

on assigned items.  Members discussed availability and decided on February 6, 2007, April 3, 

2007 and June 5, 2007 at 10:00-11:30 a.m. for future meetings.   

 

There was no public comment.  


